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Thanksgiving for Deserts and Desserts 
 

How do you envision your Thanksgiving this year? Most of us hope for a 
happy occasion surrounded by friends and loved ones with plenty of food 
and an atmosphere of mirth, such as the scene portrayed in the famous 
painting entitled, “Freedom from Want,” by the great nostalgic artist,  
Norman 
Rockwell. If you’re familiar with it, you know that it depicts a            
grandmother bringing the Thanksgiving turkey to the table as guests look 
on with joy and excitement. That is what we all hope for. 
However, happy faces and a turkey dinner can sometimes cosmetically 
hide the reality of what life is dishing out to those who gather around the 
table. There may be problems and pain, broken relationships, financial 
difficulties, bullies, health issues, and a plethora of other things that make 
life complicated and difficult. In fact, Thanksgiving might be a              
discouraging time for some as they find themselves in the deserts of life, 
and may even wonder what there is to be thankful about. 
Of course, we may also go to the other extreme and become so caught up 
in the abundance of all we have, and so satiated with food and inebriated 
with football and frivolity that we forget the reason for being thankful in 
the first place. Our purpose and priorities become misplaced. 
The people of Israel found themselves in the desert of Sinai, one of the 
most desolate places on the face of the globe. It was hot and barren. If any 
circumstances allowed for a dismal outlook, it was the one that faced the 
wandering Israelites. 
Yet there was plenty for which they could have been thankful. They had 
food to eat, water to drink, shelter from the elements, and the promise of 
God’s grace and providence. 
What is more, God promised them that they would not be there in the 
desert forever. He would bring them into a better place, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, a place where they looked forward to the type of 
occasion portrayed in Norman Rockwell’s famous painting. 
However, God warned his people: You may say to yourself, “My power 
and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”   
18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 
swore to your forefathers, as it is today. 
Yes, we as sinners sometimes forget the LORD. In fact, every time we sin 
it is because we disregard the First Commandment: You shall have no  
other gods before Me. Whenever we sin, we either put ourselves or   
someone or something above God in our lives. We can be self-righteous, 
can’t we? 
God was speaking prophetically of us all when he said: You may say to 
yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced 
this wealth for me.” We can say to ourselves, “I didn’t really need God 
after all. Look what I’ve done for myself!” It’s all too easy for us to forget 
the LORD. 
But thankfully, the LORD does not forget his promises to us. And when 
we, like the wayward children of Israel begin to wander away because of 
our sin, God sometimes does some very harsh things to bring us back or 
to test our faith. Sometimes it is through hardships, pain, suffering, dis-
ease, the death of a loved one, or financial crisis. God has his ways of  
leading us through the deserts of life and putting us through trials that will 
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November Sermon Texts 

 

 

Bible Class meets in the Church Basement 

The class can also be found online at bit.ly/SJBibleClass 

November 9 Isaiah 65:17-25 Look Everything Is New 

November 16 Luke 21:5-19 Read the Signs 

November 23 Habakkuk 1:1-3, 2:1-4 We Live by Faith 

November 30 Isaiah 2:1-5 See the Mountain of the Lord 

cause us to see our need for him. 
When we are tried and tested, we need to go back to the 
book of Proverbs. It tells us that the LORD chastens 
those whom he loves and scourges every son he receives. 
God does not want to punish us. He wants to correct us. 
He wants us to remember his covenant, the promise he 
made to us in Christ. He points us back to the cross 
where Jesus atoned for our sin. He wants us to be      
assured that he redeemed us, that is, bought us back with 
the blood of his own Son. He wants us to be certain that 
he will never leave us nor forsake us. He wants us to put 
our faith in him so that we know heaven is ours through 
faith in Christ. He promises that all who believe in his 
name shall have eternal life, but warns that those who 
reject his promises will be lost forever.  
Today some of you may feel that you are in the desert of 
life because of the trials that you face. Others may be like 
those who entered the promise land and are enjoying all 
kinds of blessings, the best this life can offer, and rather 
than the desert, you’re getting dessert. 
In either case, the Lord’s message is still for you today. 
Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your 
God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and 
his decrees that I am giving you this day.                 
12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when 
you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when 

your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and 
gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then 
your heart will become proud and you will forget the 
LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 
of the land of slavery. 
Remember the LORD, for he will never forget us. He 
delivered us from slavery, and he never forgets his   
promises to us. He wants to bless us. He wants us to live 
life to its fullest to the glory of his name. But most of all, 
he wants us to know that we have a Savior who lived and 
died for us all. 
May our Thanksgiving celebration center on that great 
truth so that in all circumstances we give all glory to 
God, knowing that we have been redeemed by the blood 
of Christ. Thanks be to God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jeffrey A. Bovee 

Sundays at 9:30am Nicene Creed Professor Keith Wessel 

Thursdays at 10am Life of David Pastor Rob Guenther 

Thursdays at 7pm A Simple Way to Pray Pastor Jeff Bovee 
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Council Digest  
 

 The Church Council met on October 21, 2025. A summary of reports and actions from the meetings not 
reported elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 Reports were received from Staff Minister, Financial Secretary, Treasurer, Deacon, and the Chairs of Youth 
and Education, Board of Elders, Evangelism, Stewardship, Properties, Financial Secretary and Treasurer.    
 The Council took up several action items: 
 The Council received the report of the Vice President as nominating chair and voted to recommend the 
slate of candidates for open council for election by the voters, and the slate of nominees to the various boards and 
committees for ratification by the Voters.   
 The Council received the report and recommendation from the Stewardship board to create two strategic 
reserve funds from estate bequests and voted to recommend approval to the Voters. 
 The Council reviewed the proposed budget and voted to recommend the proposed budget to the Voters. 
 The Council voted to recommend to the voters to accept the gift of the carved wooden crucifix and for 
placement above the office in the entryway. 
 

Voters: 
 The Quarterly Voters Meeting was held October 28, 2025.  A summary of the reports and actions from the 
meeting not elsewhere in the Fortress follows: 
 Reports were received from Staff Minister, Financial Secretary, Treasurer, Deacon, and the Chairs of Youth 
and Education, Board of Elders, Evangelism, Stewardship, Properties, Financial Secretary and Treasurer.    
 The following membership changes were approved: 

 

A. Transfers Out  
Nathan and Jamie Rooney, Abigail, Hannah, Lydia,      
Naomi to Loving Shepherd, Milwaukee, WI 

 Elijah and Emma Dorn to St. Paul’s, New Ulm, MN 
 

B. Transfer In  
Hope Sulzle from Peace in Cottonwood, AZ 
Meg Zabell from St. Paul in Green Bay, WI 
Robert and Kara Wright, (Winston, Gwenyth, Rory,   
           Quade, Quintin) from North Cross in Lakeville, MN 
Matt and Jill Doering from St. Paul in Lake Mills, WI 
Dallas Miller from Shepherd of the Hills, Duluth, MN 

 

 The matter of the Organ Fund was clarified. Previous minutes had incorrectly indicated that the voters had 
not approved creation of an organ fund.  It was clarified that the Organ Fund was created but that the voters had not 
approved an amendment to the 2025 budget to create a line item in the operating budget to fund the Organ Fund, 
the intention being at the time of creation that the Organ Fund would be funded by special gifts. 
 The Voters elected Johathon Ladner as Financial Secretary.  Appointments to various boards and committees 
were ratified.  No male candidates for Deacon could be identified despite numerous inquiries by the Vice 
President.  The men of the congregation were asked to prayerfully consider whether they might serve in this vital 
role. 
 The 2026 budget was adopted as presented. 
 The carved wooden crucifix was accepted as a gift and placement above the office door in the entryway 
approved.  The donor will pay to have the crucifix professionally installed. 
 The proposal to create two new strategic reserve funds from estate bequests was tabled with the matter 
returned to committee for further discussion and refinement. 
 Active Shooter training will take place at St. Johns with an open invitation to members of the congregation 
that will go out by letter. 
 Staff Minister Dretske announced his retirement at the end of the year and thanked the congregation for 
prayers and support during his ministry. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  Jeremy Berg,  President 



Cards of  Caring 
Members of St. John’s are invited to help make the cards our congregation sends to homebound mem-
bers and others during the year. We used donated, recycled, and created cards. You can help by making 
cards, writing messages, using stamps and seals to assemble the cards. We make cards for birthdays, anni-
versaries, get-well, sympathy, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentines, Easter and Confirmation. 
 
Please join us at 403 N. Minnesota St. between 9:00 a.m. and noon on Saturdays: September 20, October 
18, and November 15, 2025. Come and go as your schedule allows. About 80 cards are needed for each 
occasion. Thank you for considering this opportunity to serve our members. For further information con-
tact Lois Willems at 507-676-1230. 

 

Community Volunteer Opportunity  
at the New Ulm Emergency Food Shelter     

St. John’s supports the New Ulm Emergency Food Shelf by providing volunteers to assist clients on the 
third Monday of each month from 11:45-3 pm. Duties include accompanying clients as they select their 
food options based on distribution guidelines, weighing and loading carts, and pushing them to the gar-
age, where clients load their items into their cars.  Four volunteers are needed on the third Monday of 
each month.  
If you are interested in volunteering for  2026, please indicate your availability on the sign-up sheet in the 
narthex. For more information, or if you have questions, call Carla Melendy (507-217-9750) or Deb Beat-
ty (507-276-2722). You will receive a volunteer schedule in December, along with guidelines for volun-
teers. 

 

Library News 
This month we have a new trilogy to introduce to our library that was written for Northwestern Publish-
ing House by 3 of our pastors who have been affected by cancer.   If anyone that you know has been af-
fected by cancer, this series is for you.  The first book is by James Aderman.  He had cancer him-
self.  “God, Can I Complain?”  delves into the Bible book of Jeremiah for an answer.  Jeremiah was called 
the weeping prophet, and he complained about the state of Israel after Israel was taken to Babylon,  he 
doubted God’s care, he felt guilty about the anger he feels, and he feared being abandoned by God, simi-
lar to Rev. Aderman’s   thoughts. Yes, God can take complaints. 
Pastor Tim H. Gumm asks “God,  Where Is My Hope?” in the second book.  His wife had cancer and 
many times lost hope.  She turned to St. Paul  who had many trials and struggles and found hope .  When 
Paul was weak, he became strong with God’s strength.  God was their hope too.  
Pastor Haag asks “God, Why is this Happening?” God tells us to come to him, especially when we feel 
alone.  Pastor and his wife looked at the book of Job where the question “why”  is asked of God.  God 
never gave Job  a straight answer, but  Job was sure that God can handle anything.  That helped the Haag 
family through their trial.  We can also find help in the Bible.  
  
We also have a fiction book to add to the library.  It is also a part of a trilogy, and takes place in 100 A. 
D.  Karen Kingsbury wrote this third book in the trilogy, “As Sure as the Dawn”.  Book 2 is already in 
our library.  The third book is about a gladiator who we met in book 2.  He wants to return to Germania , 
from Italy, and there he meets a pagan religion.  But by now he is a believer.  Our goal is to find book one 
so we can meet the Jewish girl Hadassah, and her Roman friend.  I really like this trilogy.  
  
Enjoy your readings , and have a blessed Thanksgiving.  Leilani Rahn, librarian. 
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Women of  St. John’s   
 
Gift Cards for Nontraditional MLC students ~ Women of St John’s will be collecting gift cards (or funds to pur-
chase them) through Sunday, December 7th to give our 19 nontraditional MLC students for Christmas.  There will 
be a collection box on the table in the new narthex if you would like to contribute.  Please contact Sarah Logston 
with any questions. 
 

Deacon 
Serving as the Deacon at St. John’s for the past six years has been a privilege and a joy for me. I have enjoyed en-
couraging our youth and members to use their gifts as ushers or greeters and to work to provide an inviting and safe 
atmosphere for worshippers at each of our services. Thank you for the opportunity! 
 
There is an opportunity for a voting age male St. John’s member to serve as Deacon beginning in January 2026. It is 
a rewarding way to use your gifts and abilities in service to God, St. John’s members, and the many visitors who fre-
quent our campus. 
 
According to the St. John’s Constitution, “The deacon shall be responsible for the good order of the church services. He is responsi-
ble for recruitment of the ushers and organization of their schedule. He shall also perform such other duties as may be assigned to him by 
the congregation.” 
 
The focus of emergency response within church services will not fall on the next deacon. Please consider serving in 
this meaningful way if you are able. Please contact me with any questions or concerns you may have. 
 
Regarding emergency response and potential threats during worship services, there has been an expressed concern 
regarding the 7th Street entrance during worship services. This entrance is the least monitored door and provides the 
easiest access to the sanctuary. Beginning in December, this door will be locked 10 minutes after worship services 
begin and will be unlocked prior to the end of services on Sundays. 
 
Please consider attending the Threat Awareness Training on Saturday, January 24th , 9am – 12pm, here at St. John’s. 
See the specific article in this newsletter regarding that training for more details. 
 
Please contact me for more details or information on the Deacon position or other topics 
in this article. God be with you as you live in his grace! 
 
He Reigns, 
Brad Price 
Deacon 
deacon@stjohnsnewulm.com 
507-479-9715 
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Active Threat Awareness Training 
Attacks on religious centers in the US have increased in the past decade. These include acts of  vandalism and deadly 

incidents with active shooters during worship services. 

A culture of  awareness can serve as a primary deterrent when attending worship services at St. John’s, your place of  

employment, and while you are in public settings. Practicing simple steps can go along way in keeping worshippers 

safe at St. John’s, as we work together. 

St. John’s is hosting a special threat awareness training that will teach attendees about how to prepare for, respond, 

and survive an active shooter event. This training would benefit ushers, greeters, Council and committee members, 

and interested members. 

Active Threat Awareness Training 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Saturday, January 24th 

9am – 12pm 

This training is being conducted by Protect His House, specialists in church security. All who would like to attend will 

need to register using the QR code to the right or on the posters found in the narthex. This training is also open to 

the community. The registration fee is $29.99 per person. St. John’s and St. Paul’s members should use the code 

SJLCFREE when registering to attend for free. 

Contact Deacon Brad Price with questions or for more information. 

 

St. Paul’s School 

Forensics Night – November 21 at 6:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s School 
Join us for an evening of  expression, creativity, and confidence as our students present their talents at 
this year’s Forensics Night on Thursday, November 21, at 6:00 p.m. in the school gym. 
Forensics is much more than speeches—it’s an opportunity for students to develop poise, clear 
communication, and the joy of  sharing ideas in front of  others. Throughout the fall, students in 
grades 5–8 have been practicing public speaking skills, memorizing selections, and polishing their 
delivery in preparation for this special night. 
Before our school’s event, our forensic students will also participate in the Forensics Festival at 
Martin Luther College on Wednesday, November 20. This regional gathering brings together students 
from more than ten WELS schools to share their pieces, learn from one another, and celebrate 
communication as a God-given gift. It’s a wonderful opportunity for students to represent St. Paul’s 
and connect with fellow Lutheran schools in a spirit of  encouragement and growth. 
Students in grades 5–6 will participate in Storytelling, Interpretive Reading, Public Address, 
Demonstration, and Group Drama. Our grades 7–8 students will present in the same categories with 
advanced selections and more complex presentations. 
This year’s Forensics Night also holds special significance, as it marks Mrs. Jill Morgan’s final season 
as our forensics head coach. We are deeply grateful for her years of  leadership and dedication in 
helping students grow in confidence and faith-filled expression. 
Please join us on November 21 at 6:00 p.m. to celebrate our students’ achievements and thank Mrs. 
Morgan for her faithful service!  
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Pastor Jeffrey Bovee revbovee@gmail.com 
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Church Office office@stjohnsnewulm.com 
Mike Thom bookkeeper@stjohnsnewulm.com 
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The Impact of  Standing Shoulder to Shoulder 

Lutheran Military Support Group (LMSG) is an affiliated ministry of WELS and ELS Synods that provides Christ-
centered support to military service members, Veterans, and their families.  
LMSG believes that active-duty, reserve, and Veteran military service members can be a wonderful asset for serving in 
ministry. Two scholarships are available for WELS and ELS service members pursuing service in public ministry or pas-
tors currently serving near military installations. In 2025: 

•12 LMSG Scholarships awarded ($12,000) 

•7 WELS Chaplaincy Scholarships awarded ($3500) 
“My military service has truly been a pleasure. It has helped me grow in my faith and resolve to become a pastor. I thank the Lord for gra-
ciously blessing me and motivating me on this journey through kind, Christ-loving people like you.” LMSG Scholarship Recipient 
Spiritual and mental health is a primary focus of LMSG, as many service members struggle to process spiritual and men-
tal health wounds. LMSG provides hope through a variety of programs such as the four-day Christian Warrior Spiritual 
Retreat, one-day Workshops for Veterans and First Responders, and partnerships with 3 Christian counseling agencies 
to provide solutions for soul, mind, and body. In 2025, 

•Spiritual Retreat at Camp Shiloh, Texas – 31 in attendance (at capacity) 

•Workshops held in Madison, WI; Apache Reservation, AZ; and Prescott, AZ 
“The weekend was fantastic and it was definitely needed. Hearing the stories about the moral injuries in and outside of the Bible really 
helped.” Spiritual Retreat Attendee 
These and other Christ-centered resources are generously supported through the LMSG Ammo Can Campaign held 
in May and November. Through your support, Retreats are provided at no cost to attendees with travel assistance avail-
able as needed; WELS and ELS military families are provided access to Christian counseling at no cost; and today’s mili-
tary service members are supported as they train to serve as pastors, teachers, staff ministers, and lay chaplains. Your 
faithful prayers and generous support of Christian Warriors and their families is greatly appreciated. Look for the LMSG 
Ammo Can in the new narthex or contact Brad Price for more information. bprice@lutheranmilitary.org or 507-479-
9715 

Stewardship Committee 
The members of St. John’s Stewardship Committee would like to use this Thanksgiving Season to say thank you to all 
the members of St. John’s for their faithful stewardship efforts again over the course of this past year! 
 

Thanksgiving Means Thanks Living 
 

But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from 
you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 
(I Chronicles 12:14) 
King David wanted to build a temple for the Lord, but God decided that David would not be the one to build it, his 
son, Solomon would be the builder. If David was disappointed about this decision that God made, he didn’t show it. 
So, what did King David do then? He helped to assemble the materials and donate from his own personal wealth to-
ward it, and he gave generously! This temple would be the most magnificent building not only in Jerusalem, but in all of 
Israel! It took over 175,000 workers seven years to build, using massive amounts of stone, cedar, gold, and silver in its 
construction. A modern-day price tag would be hard to determine, but just considering the content of gold and silver 
would put the value somewhere around $300 Billion. 
King David gave generously, and after he made his donation, he prayed to the Lord. He didn’t pray seeking recognition 
from God for his generosity. He prayed out of thanksgiving because he recognized the fact that all he had given already 
belonged to the Lord. ALL of the blessings in his life had come from his God, giving back was a privilege. The temple 
would bring glory to God for many generations. King David and the Israelites were making an investment that would 
provide returns for eternity. 
We don’t have a temple to build like in David’s day, but we do have many, many opportunities to give back to the Lord. 

We do that not just with our money, but with our time, talents, and love. Every act of generosity is an investment in 
God’s Kingdom. Our gifts testify to the greatness of God as we remember that all we have comes from Him. 
Generous, gracious, and all providing Lord, everything we have comes from you. Thank you for all the blessings 
you give us for this life, but above all, thank you for the blessing of the gift of salvation through your Son, our Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. Continue to use us to give joyfully, and generously back to you with thanks and praise to bring 
glory to you! 

mailto:bprice@lutheranmilitary.org
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Staff  Ministry Position  
It is with a heavy heart that I write this concerning the end of my ministry as a Staff Minister here at St. 
John’s. The Staff Ministry position was terminated as part of the 2026 Budget Approval at the October 
28th Voter’s meeting which eliminated the funding for the position going forward for the sake of         
balancing the budget. 
I have mixed feelings about the end of my ministry here as I have enjoyed the work that I have done to 
serve the members of St. John’s. I also appreciated the support that I have received throughout my twenty
-eight years in the Public Ministry at St. John’s, with 22 years as the St. John’s Administrative teacher at  
St. Paul’s School and the last six as Staff Minister. Having completed a total of thirty-six years in the    
public ministry among the three congregations including Trinity, Hoskins, NE; and St. Paul’s, Saginaw, 
Michigan; I don’t intend to submit my name for further work in God’s Kingdom as a Called Worker, so 
therefore, I am announcing my retirement from the Public Ministry, effective December 30th.  
Cindy and I currently plan to continue our membership here at St. John’s and pray for God’s blessings to 
continue at St. John’s and look forward during retirement to perhaps more, or at least longer visits with 
our families spread across the country. 

YouTube Ministry - There are a number of members and visitors who frequently watch our online    
services. Sometimes the number of viewers is over 100 on a weekend. This is great! Sometimes there are 
several in a household watching at the same time, so there could be hundreds of people watching each 
weekend, but there are only a few people who scan the code at the beginning or end of the online service 
to let us know how many are watching or give other information about their experience online via a very 
short and easy survey. The next time you view the service online, please scan the code or enter the       
address below for SJyoutube to take the survey. 

St. John’s Tech Services - Use the following links or internet address shortcuts to reach our online    
resources. 
1) https://stjohnsnewulm.com  - Our church’s Website - Check it out! 
2) https://bit.ly/SJyoutube - St. John’s YouTube Channel- Watch services at your convenience. Do 
Subscribe - No Cost 
3) https://bit.ly/SJRecord-Stream - Tell us how many are watching with you. Let us know if there are 
issues. 
4) https://bit.ly/SJBibleClassonline - Online Bible Class NEW sign in with Google Meet 
5) https://bit.ly/CommunionQuestions - Prepare for Communion watching this 6 minute video 
(SJ Maundy Thursday 2023) 
6) https://instantchurchdirectory.com Use “Member Sign in” or Download the App on your phone. 
Enter St. John’s New Ulm, MN and your email to create a sign in on your phone or click one of the apps 
below on your phone or iPad: 
Apple App Store: Get the iPhone / iPad app here 
Google Play Store: Get the Android app here 

Respectfully submitted, Jim Dretske    sm.dretske@stjohnsnewulm.com  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://stjohnsnewulm.com
https://bit.ly/SJyoutube
http://bit.ly/SJScreenSurvey
http://bit.ly/SJRecord-Stream
http://bit.ly/SJScreenSurvey
http://bit.ly/SJRecord-Stream
http://bit.ly/SJBibleClassonline
http://bit.ly/CommunionQuestions
https://instantchurchdirectory.com
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/instant-church-directory/id589542221?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.instantchurchdirectory.members
mailto:sm.dretske@stjohnsnewulm.com
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Central Africa Medical Mission 
 
 Greetings in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ. We are happy to share that President Professor 
Arthur Peter Mutharika has been elected as the new President of  The Republic of  Malawi. The 
election took place on the 16th September 2025, and people across the country came together 
to cast their votes peacefully and proudly. It was an inspiring moment of  unity and hope for the 
future. We hope for the best and we are assured that some of  the problems that the country has 
been facing will be addressed. May God bless Malawi. 
 In 2024, the Lutheran Mobile Clinic received a letter from Chifuchambewa Lutheran Church 
requesting the opening of  a new clinic in the area. Chifuchambewa is found near Salima, a town 
near Lake Malawi, about 60 miles from our headquarters in Lilongwe. Upon receiving the letter, 
we were interested to learn about the place and how far it is from government health centers. 
 We visited the church, accompanied by CAMM chairperson, Angela Sievert and the Field 
Director, Gary Evans. Upon our visit, we saw that the church and the people in the area are very 
far from government and other private hospitals, (about 27 kilometers) and that they really need 
our services. However, upon inspection, the church and its premises did not fully meet the 
Malawi Medical Council’s minimum standards required for it to be used as a clinic. For example, 
there was no water source and no toilets. 
 After an insightful discussion with the pastor and church elders, we thought of  trying to run this 
new clinic at Chitala, the mother church to Chifuchambewa. We engaged the Medical Council of 
Malawi and the Salima District Health Offices who told us that we could carry on with our plan, 
and we scheduled to run our trial clinic on the 3rd October 2025. 
 On the 3rd October 2025, we carried out our trial clinic at Chitala Lutheran Church. The clinic 
went very well, and the turnout was very encouraging. Following a devotion from Pastor Mandevu, 
we saw a total of  98 patients, 79 adults and 19 children. During the clinic, we offered a range of  
outpatient services, meaning the patients came in for medical attention without needing to stay 
overnight. The outpatient care focused on quick, effective consultations and treatments for minor 
illnesses. 
 We also performed blood pressure screening, blood sugar checks, HIV counseling and testing 
and health teaching on Malaria. 
 Many patients appreciated the convenient, caring approach and the chance to discuss their 
health in a relaxed setting with our clinical officers. The success of  this clinic has given us 
valuable feedback and confidence to consider launching the place as our new clinic site. We look 
forward to serving more people in this community with accessible, quality healthcare. 
In conclusion, we thank our staff  for the job well done, whose hard work never goes unnoticed. 
Again, we continue to thank all our donors for your generous support. Your contributions have 
made a lasting impact, thank you for standing with us and may God bless you. 
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
Violet Chikwatu. 
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Staff 
 

Pastor Jeffrey Bovee 
revbovee@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Rob Guenther 
pastorguenther@gmail.com 
 

Staff Minister Jim Dretske 
sm.dretske@stjohnsnewulm.com 
 

Church Office 
office@stjohnsnewulm.com 
 

Bookkeeper 
bookkeeper@stjohnsnewulm.com 
 

 

Welcome to St. John’s!  
627 S. Washington St. 507-354-6744 www.stjohnsnewulm.com 

Worship Times 
Saturdays: 6:30 pm  
Sundays: 8, 9:30 & 11 am  
and online at:  
 YouTube.com 
  Search: Saint John’s New Ulm 
 
Adult Bible Class 
 (In person and online at: bit.ly/SJBibleClass) 
Sundays: 9:30 am  
Thursdays: 10 am & 7 pm 
 

Sunday School 
Sundays: 9:30 am  


