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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 4/5, 2026

Welcome, Visitors! Please scan the QR code to sign our guest register.
Visitors and members alike, use the same QR code for prayer requests.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, King of
Creation: Bless us now as we come before you acknowledging
your gracious providence and the many blessings you bestow on
us daily. Above all we praise you that in love you sent your only begotten
Son Jesus Christ to live and die on our behalf to make us your sons and
daughters through faith in him. Accept now our prayers, praises, and
offerings as we are enriched through your Word. We pray these things in
Jesus' name. Amen.

ORDER OF SERVICE Service Setting 4

OPENING HYMN Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices CW 503

1  Oh, that I had a thousand voices to praise
my God with thousand tongues!
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices,
would then proclaim in grateful songs
to all, wherever I might be,
what great things God has done for me.

2 O forest leaves, so green and tender,
that dance for joy in summer air,
O meadow grasses, bright and slender,
O flow’rs, so wondrous sweet and fair,
you live to show his praise alone;
with me now make his glory known.



3 All creatures that have breath and motion,
that fill the earth, the sea, and sky,
now join me in my heart’s devotion;
help me to raise his praises high.
My utmost pow’rs can never quite
express the wonders of his might.

4 Lord, I will tell, while I am living,
your love and grace with ev’ry breath
and greet each morning with thanksgiving
until my heart is still in death,
and, when at last my lips grow cold,
your praise shall in my sighs be told.

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned
against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you
with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your
punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my
sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God,
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection



Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the
whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of

the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GLORY TO GOD
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, your mercy attends us all our days. Be
our strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at
life’s end, grant us your promised rest and the full joys of your salvation;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST LESSON Exodus 33:12-23

2 Moses said to the Lorp, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’
but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said,
‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.” " If you are
pleased with me, teach me your ways so [ may know you and continue to
find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.”

' The Lorp replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you
rest.”



> Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not
send us up from here. ' How will anyone know that you are pleased with me
and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me
and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”

17 And the Lorbp said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked,
because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.”

'8 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”

' And the Lorp said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you,
and I will proclaim my name, the Lorp, in your presence. [ will have mercy
on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will
have compassion. ?° But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may
see me and live.”

>I'Then the Lorp said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on
a rock. 2 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and
cover you with my hand until I have passed by.  Then I will remove my
hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM OF THE DAY The Heavens Declare the Glory of God Psalm 19

Refrain
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They have no speech, they / use no words;
no sound is / heard from them.
Yet their voice goes out into / all the earth,
their words to the ends / of the world.  Refrain

The law of the Lorp is perfect, refresh- / ing the soul.

The commands of the Lorp are radiant, giving light / to the eyes.
They are more precious than gold, than much / pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the / honeycomb.
By them your servant / is warned;

in keeping them there is / great reward. Refrain

May these words of my mouth and this meditation / of my heart
be pleasing in your sight, LorDp, my rock and my Re- / deemer.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
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SECOND LESSON Romans 7:15-25a

5T do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but
what I hate I do. '® And if T do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law
is good. 7 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me.
'8 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. "
For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I
keep on doing. * Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who
do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.

21So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there
with me. # For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; ? but I see another
law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a
prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. ** What a wretched man I am!
Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? ** Thanks be to
God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Rejoice in the Lord for his love and faith - ful - ness.
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GOSPEL Matthew 11:25-30

23 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and
revealed them to little children. ?° Yes, Father, for this is what you were
pleased to do.

27«All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

2 ¢“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. ** For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made  CW 751

1 O God, your hand the heavens made and all that they contain;
the world appeared at your command, and in it now you reign.
The restless sea, the land, the sky your handiwork declare;
the touch of your creative pow’r is present ev’rywhere.

2 To us are given gifts divine, all talents you have sent;
inspire us now to use them well your kingdom to extend.
We hold each gift a trust from you nor claim it as our own;
we gratefully acknowledge, Lord, all things are yours alone.

3 Deliver us from selfish aims, true stewards we would be;
endow us with a deep desire to live unselfishly.
A full accounting we must give and see you face to face;
let us approach your throne with joy, supported by your grace.
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SERMON Made in the Image of God Genesis 1:26-31

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for
the gift of your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will.
We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of
grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

14



Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith
may grow and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train
them in lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all
godly walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make,
administer, and judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry,
medicine and science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care
for those whose work is difficult or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember
those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom
death draws near.

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who
now rest from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with
sadness.

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.
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OFFERING
THE SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come
together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he
comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.
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By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.
By his innocent death, he overcame hell.

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table
with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and
blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his
ransomed people in glory everlasting.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this 1s my + body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance

of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this i1s my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN CW 660
Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face

1 Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face;
here would I touch and handle things unseen,
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,
and all my weariness upon you lean.

2 This is the hour of banquet and of song;
this is the heav’nly table spread anew.
Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong
the brief bright hour of fellowship with you.

3 I have no help but yours nor do I need
another arm but yours to lean upon.
It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed;
my strength is in your might, your might alone.

4 Mine is the sin but yours the righteousness;
mine is the guilt but yours the cleansing blood.
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
your blood, your righteousness, O Lord, my God.

5 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
the feast, though not the love, is past and gone.
The bread and wine remove, but you are here,
nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.

6 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
the Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving
gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase
our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN God Bless Our Native Land CW 774

1 God bless our native land; firm may she ever stand thro’ storm and night!
When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave,
do thou our country save by thy great might.

2 For her our prayers shall rise to God above the skies; on him we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh, guarding with watchful eye,
to thee aloud we cry: God save the state!

PREACHER Pastor Tim Smith
PRESIDING MINISTER Pastor Rob Guenther
ORGANIST Susan Decker
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THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S
Sunday 8 & 9:30 am  Worship
11 am  Bible Class
Saturday 6:30 pm  Worship

NEXT WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

Sunday, July 12 8 & 9:30 am  Worship
11 am  Bible Class

Monday, July 13" 6 pm  Board of Evangelism
7pm  Board of Youth and Ed.
Saturday, July 18" 9:45am  Fellowship @ Sleepy Eye Waterpark

6:30 pm  Worship
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Attendance last weekend was 347.

Fruits of Faith:

$16,998 Home Operations ~ Needed: $447.965 / YTD: $455,001
$1,515 WELS Missions ~ YTD: 545,494 (2026 Goal: $100,701)
$1,159 MVL ~YTD: $29,359 (2026 Goal: $62,278)

$525 Building Fund

$235 St. Paul’s School Building Fund

$50 K-12 Tuition Assistance Fund wﬂ Givelify Scan the
$5.25 St. John’s Endowment QR code to use the
$1.25 MLC Auxiliary Givelify app and
$200 Technology Fll;'l d donate your offering.

LWMS Befriend A Mission (BAM) ~ June is St. John's month to give

special attention to our LWMS Circuit's assigned Home and World Missions.

Unfortunately, our assigned Home Mission has recently closed and we are
awaiting direction from LWMS on a potential new assignment. There is a
display table in the new narthex including information about our World
Mission, as well as cards to sign. Be sure to also submit your slip for the

Kids c.a.r.e. gift basket drawing. The winner will be selected and notified at

the end of June. All are welcome to join in encouraging our missionaries
and praying for them.
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Sleepy Eye Water Park ~ Join us at our annual fellowship event at the
Sleepy Eye Water Park on Saturday, July 18th from 9:45-11:45am. There is
no cost to attend or any need to RSVP. Just show up! We ENCOURAGE
you to invite a neighbor or friend. This is a fun, easy-invite event to
introduce your friends to our church family. This event is a joint fellowship
event for St. John’s New Ulm, St. Paul’s New Ulm, and St. John’s Sleepy
Eye with potential for outreach IF you bring a friend. Email
evangelism@stjohnsnewulm.com with any questions.

Safety and Security Update ~ Caring for Our Flock. Our approach to
church safety focuses on physical security, procedures, and personal
relationships. Following recommendations from the New Ulm Police
Department, the 7th Street entrance will soon become an exit-only door and
will remain locked during the week and during worship services. This door
is our least visible entrance, and closing it significantly enhances our campus
security. Please use the Washington Street doors instead. We are also trialing
cameras and modern electronic access controls from various vendors to find
the best fit for our ministry. How You Can Help Today: The most powerful
security tool costs nothing: greeting each other and our visitors warmly.
Welcoming people in the pews and hallways is wonderful for evangelism,
but it also serves as a proven deterrent to anyone looking to do harm. Your
friendly smile makes our church both a more welcoming and a more secure
place to worship. Please contact Brad Price with any questions or concerns.

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

Part-Time Assistant Teacher ~ needed in St. Paul's Preschool for the
2026-2027 school year! SPP is looking for someone who enjoys working
with 3, 4, and 5 year old children. The position is Tuesday/Thursday/Friday
from 7:30AM - 12:15PM, during the school year. Please contact Director,
Heidi Meyer at preschool@splnewulm.org for more a detailed job
description and application
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Job Openings at ML.C ~ Full-time Executive Director of Mission
Advancement. This role helps connect donor support to the preparation of
future teachers, pastors, and staff ministers. Full-time Athletic Director,
Full-time Head Men's Basketball Coach & Assistant Athletic Director,
Part-time Assistant Volleyball Coach. In these roles, you can help promote
excellence in competition while supporting the formation of student-athletes
for lives of Christian service. Part-time Dormitory Custodians. In these roles,
you will have flexible scheduling while caring for the place that our students
call home during their time at MLC. Interested individuals should apply
online at mlc-wels.edu/ht/.

About the Cover ~ As we begin this series on the Apostles' Creed we focus
on the First Article which says: "I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth." The bulletin cover art is taken from one of the
most famous fresco paintings in history, "The Creation of Adam" by
Michaelangelo Buonarroti on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome.
God's hand on the right has the finger extended, noting that he is actively
giving life to Adam. Adam's hand on the left is relaxed and passive, noting
that he is receiving life and knowledge from God who has created Adam in
his perfect image.
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