
 

 



 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent March 25/26, 2023 
 

Prayer before worship: Gracious God, Abba, Father: We cry out to you with fear and 
trembling, and yet with confidence and joy, knowing that through Jesus Christ your Son, our 
Lord, we are reconciled to you. Fill us with the peace of  sins forgiven. Gladden our hearts 
with the joy of  salvation. Bless our time of  worship as we look forward to the day when the 
fulfillment of  all you have promised will be ours. Until that time, feed us with the gospel in 
Word and Sacrament, so that we may serve you and praise your holy name in all we say and 
do. We ask these things in the name of  Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.  
 

Order of  Service: Christian Worship The Service: Setting Two page 172 
 

ANTHEM - 6:30 pm & 9:30 am When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Mitchell Eithun 
 

OPENING HYMN May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill CW 697 
 

CONFESSION  p. 173 
 

FIRST LESSON  2 Kings 4:17-37 
 17But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she gave birth to a 
son, just as Elisha had told her. 
 18The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. 19He said to 
his father, “My head! My head!” 
 His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20After the servant had lifted him up and 
carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. 21She went up and 
laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out. 
 22She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and a donkey so I can go 
to the man of God quickly and return.” 
 23“Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.” 
 “That’s all right,” she said. 
 24She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless I tell 
you.” 25So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. 
 When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! There’s the 
Shunammite! 26Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your 
child all right?’ ” 
 “Everything is all right,” she said. 
 27When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came 
over to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the 
LORD has hidden it from me and has not told me why.” 
 28“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?” 
 29Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your hand and run. 
Don’t greet anyone you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s 
face.” 
 30But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” 
So he got up and followed her. 
 31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no sound or response. 
So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy has not awakened.” 



 

 
 32When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 33He went in, shut 
the door on the two of them and prayed to the LORD. 34Then he got on the bed and lay on the 
boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out on him, the boy’s 
body grew warm. 35Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the 
bed and stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes. 
 36Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came, he 
said, “Take your son.” 37She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her 
son and went out. 
 

The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

PSALM of  the DAY Psalm 130B see insert 
 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 8:11–19  
 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 
 12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 
according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The Spirit you received 
does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought 
about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share 
in his glory. 
 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 
 

The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL John 11:17–27,38–45  
 17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now 
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary 
to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 



 

 

Welcome, Visitors! Please scan the QR code to sign our  Guest Register. 

 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
 27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 
into the world.” 
 38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said. 
 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he 
has been there four days.” 
 40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
 41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
 43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 
 Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him. 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

HYMN of  the DAY Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken CW 694 
 

SERMON  Romans 8:11-19 
 

IN CHRIST THERE IS SOMETHING WORTH WAITING FOR 
 1.  WAITING FOR THE CURSE OF SIN TO END 
 2.  WAITING FOR THE PROMISED BLESSINGS TO BEGIN 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  p. 181 
 

OFFERING  see announcement 
 

HYMN Christ Be My Leader CW 518 
 

PRAYERS (Contemporary) and BLESSING  p. 171 
 

CLOSING HYMN Children of  the Heavenly Father CW 502 
 

 †  †  † 
 

PREACHER  Pastor Jeff  Bovee 
PRESIDING MINISTER  Pastor Rob Guenther  
ORGAN  Becky Berg 
HANDBELLS  Becky Berg 



 

 

MLC LECTORS  Throughout the year, St. John's asks men who are studying for the pastoral 
ministry to read for a service. We are in a privileged position to see our Lord's answer to our 
prayers for future called workers.  
 6:30 pm Seth Marquardt New Life, Shoreview, MN 
 8 am Aaron Jobs St. John’s, Markesan, WI 
 11 am Brett Timmerman Emmanuel Redeemer, Yale, MI 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S 
 

Sun 8, 9:30 & 11 am Worship 
 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: Passion History  
Mon 4 pm Technology Meeting 
Tue 7 pm Campus Facilities Task Force Meeting 
Wed 11 am, 4 & 6:30 pm Midweek Lenten Services 
 6:30 pm Public Catechism 
 7:15 pm Choir 
Thu 10:30 am Adult Bible Class: Minor Prophets 
 7 pm Adult Bible Class: Great Prayers of  the Bible 
Fri 9:30 am Women’s Bible Class: The Screwtape Letters 
 6 pm Youth Group: Easter for Kids Prep 
Sat 8:30 am Easter for Kids 
 12 pm Easter Outreach Event at St. Paul’s Church 
 5 pm MVL Auction at Turner Hall 
 6:30 pm Palm Sunday Worship 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Apr 2 8, 9:30 & 11 am Palm Sunday Worship 
 9:30 am Sunday School and Bible Class: How to Use the Power of  God  
 12:30 pm Youth Group: Easter Caroling 
 4 pm Marriage Tune-Up 
Apr 3 6:30 pm Elders Meeting 
 7 pm Choir 
Apr 4 4 pm Oak Hills Living Center Service 
 7 pm Women of  St. John’s Meeting 
Apr 5 6:45 pm MVL Concert 
Apr 6 11 am, 4 & 6:30 pm Maundy Thursday Services 
Apr 7 12 pm Tre Ore Service at St. Paul’s Church 
 7 pm Tenebrae Service 
Apr 8  NO Saturday Service 
Apr 9 7 & 9:30 am Easter Sunday Services (NO 11 am Service) 
 

Go to www.stjohnsnewulm.com/calendar for more events 

 

†  Upcoming Services  † 

Wednesday: 11 am, 4 & 6:30 pm 
Saturday: 6:30 pm 

Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attendance for the past weekend was 565 with 457 attending Communion 

Easter for Kids ~ St. John's Youth Group will be hosting Easter for Kids on Saturday, April 1st 
from 8:30 - 11:30 am. Grades PreK4 through 5th grade will be able to celebrate our Lord 
and Savior's Resurrection through a variety of  activities. Doors will open at  
8:30 am for check in and an early craft. If  you have any questions, please contact Kristin 
Ulicky at kru8880@gmail.com. Please sign up at bit.ly/SJE4K23, www.stjohnsnew.com/
news  or scan on the QR Code.   
 
Youth Group! ~ The Youth Group will be hosting Easter for Kids again this year on April 1st at 

St. John's Church in New Ulm. Please be at church on Saturday morning at 8 am. After the 
event we will clean up and have a pizza party for all volunteers. We are also decorating the 
church on Friday, March 31st from 6 - 9 pm so if  you are able to attend please sign up for 

that, too. Snacks will be provided. Please sign up for Friday and/or Saturday at https://
signup.com/go/NUiqNDk or scan the QR code. On Sunday, April 2 from 1 - 4:30 pm we will be 
going Easter Caroling at local nursing homes and assisted living centers with a meal to follow. We 
will meet at St. John's at 12:30 pm. We could also use drivers for this event. Please sign up 
at https://signup.com/go/CKFhorR if  you are interested in attending or being a driver by March 
29th. If  you have any questions, please contact Kristin Ulicky at kru8880@gmail.com  
 
Women of  St. John’s Meeting ~ Our April meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 4th at 7 pm in 
the church basement. Please join us for a presentation by a New Ulm police officer on personal 
safety and self  defense.  
 
2023 Pictorial Directory ~ The 2023 Edition of  the St. John’s Church Directory is complete and 
printed. Our members may take one of  either size (8x11 or 5x8) per family. They are located in 
both the back narthex and the new narthex by the windows. If  the supply of  directories is gone, 
please fill out a request form indicating size desired and your name—place into J/C Dretske 
mailbox and I will place a directory in your church mailbox as soon as I am able to print more. 
 

Wish List Item ~ St. John’s congregation will observe its 75th Anniversary on Sunday, August 6. 
The Anniversary Committee would like to add a festive touch to our anniversary celebration by 
having a well-known composer write a musical piece for the occasion. We have commissioned 
John Behnke to write a concertato on hymn 861, “Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head.” This 
commissioned piece would utilize the many musical resources of  our congregation: choir, organ, 
brass, timpani, handbells, and the voices of  our congregation. This is estimated to come in around 
$900-$1,200. To date we have received $125 toward the project.  

Fruits of  faith given: 
 $22,878 Home Operations ~ $18,540 is our weekly need  
 $747 MVL ~ $1,214 is our weekly need $100 Memorials 
 $1,287 Missions ~ $1,754 is our weekly need $50 LWMS 
 $414 Building Fund  $45 Kitchen Fund 
 $125 K-12 Education Assistance $33 Food & Fellowship 
 $125 75th Anniversary Concertato $25 St. Paul’s School Building Fund 



 

 

Iris Boxes ~ The Iris Box Project is a new ministry at St. John’s. The Iris Box is designed to be 
given to families who lost their baby through miscarriage or stillbirth. The items included in the 
box are intended as a source of  comfort and a symbol of  our love and care. Members are 
welcomed and encouraged to pick up a box from the church office for any family member, friend, 
neighbor, co-worker, etc. who experiences a miscarriage or stillbirth. (A limited number of  boxes are 
currently available. There will be more soon.) If  you would like to support the Iris Box Project, you may 
donate the amount for a box (approx. $40/box) or any amount. You may include it in your 
offering envelope with “Iris Box Project” on the envelope. If  you knit or crochet and would like 
to help by making small blankets, please contact Kelly by phone or email listed below. Yarn will be 
provided to you. Please contact Kelly Diersen (507-766-9085) or Catherine St. John (248-346-
0402) or email irisboxproject@gmail.com if  you have any questions.  
 

Offering Announcement ~ Visitors, there is no obligation or expectation that you should give to 
support our ministry at St. John's. This is our members' way of  expressing their thanks to God 
and supporting the work that we do to share the Gospel in New Ulm and around the world.  
Members, you are invited to give your gifts of  gratitude and thanks to God for all he's done for 
you in Christ by leaving your offerings in the drop box in the narthex. Or you can bring your 
offerings to the church during regular office hours: Mondays through Fridays, 8 am - 1 pm. You 
might also consider taking advantage of  your bank's online bill pay service and have your offering 
automatically sent to the church on a one time or recurring basis.   
 

AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Preschool Registration at St. Paul’s School ~ St. Paul's Preschool, New Ulm, now taking 
applications for the 2023-2024 school year! Visit https://splnewulm.org/school/preschool/ for 
more information or to apply. We are excited to share the love of  Jesus and the love of  learning 
with your 3,4 or 5 year old! 
 

WELS Youth Night ~ this Sunday, March 26th from 6 - 8:15 pm at The Beacon 
ministry center in Mankato. This event is free and is designed specifically for all teens 
in 9th-12th grade. There will be food, fun, fellowship, and most importantly 
faith. Please sign up in advance using the QR code. Contact Stephanie Otto with 
questions at sotto@gustavus.edu.  
 

SW Area Lutheran Chorale ~ concerts will be held on Sunday, March 26th at 2 pm at St. John’s 
Lutheran in Vesta and at 7 pm at St. John’s Lutheran in Sleepy Eye. Each free concert will be 
followed by refreshments for all in attendance. A freewill offering will be gathered to support New 
Beginnings - A Home for Mothers. More information at www.homeformothers.com. Please join us!  
 

Easter Outreach Baskets and community canvas! ~ Join John and Paul Ministries on April 1st 
from 12 - 2 pm to assemble 400 Easter outreach baskets and/or canvas throughout 
our community to invite our neighbors to Easter worship! A complimentary volunteer 
pizza lunch starts the event at noon, so please sign-up using the poster QR codes or 
the form at johnandpaulministries.com. We look forward to seeing you there!  
To fill the outreach baskets, donations of  the following are appreciated (400 of  each 

are needed): Easter Candy and/or Jelly Beans (new, in original packaging, 10 oz. or above) and 
Seed Packets for midwest flowers, herbs, or vegetables (new, in original packaging).  



 

 

MVL Booster Club Auction ~ you are invited to wear your favorite jeans and come to this year's 
Jeans and Dreams Booster Club Auction! Join us on Saturday, April 1st at historic Turner Hall in 
New Ulm for this free event! Doors and cash bar open at 5 pm. Free-will donation for dinner. Live 
and silent auction, buy-it-now table, Plinko, and MORE! New additions to the event will make it a 
wonderful night supporting the needs of  the students MVL!  
 
Lent Vespers at MLC ~ Mark your calendars for a special Holy Week worship opportunity at 
Martin Luther College. On Tuesday, April 4, at 7:30 pm in the Chapel of  the Christ, MLC will host 
its annual Lent Vespers service. This year, the service will feature a cantata by David von Kampen 
entitled, "A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth." All are welcome!   
 
MVL Sacred Concert ~ Christ Our Conqueror The concert will be in the MVL gymnasium 
beginning at 6:45 pm on Wednesday, April 5 and feature the MVL Symphonic Band, Freshman 
Choir, Chargaliers, and A Capella Choir. All are invited to add this concert to their observance of  
Holy Week, as we celebrate all that God, in his great mercy, has done for us!  
 
MN Valley Lutheran Camp ~ (formerly “Camp Shetek”). Information and registration is open at 
www.campshetek.org. Register early for a discount. Information  can be found in the narthex.  
 
Attention MVL Alumni ~ MVL's year-end choir concert will be held at Bethany Lutheran College's 
Trinity Chapel on April 23rd at 7 pm. We would like to invite any alumni who sang in the choir to 
come and sing with us again! If  you are interested in joining us, please contact Mr. Jon Hermanson 
(jhermanson@mvlhs.org) and he will send you the music to prepare. There will be a brief  rehearsal 
in the chapel before the concert. More information will be shared with participants as the date gets 
closer. We hope to have many of  you join us! 
 
MVL Summer Camps ~ Check out the trifold brochure or the poster on the youth board in the 
new narthex for information. Go to www.mvl.org to register by April 28th.  
 
Job Openings ~ St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, New Ulm, is looking for a full-time church secretary.  
If  you are a St. Paul’s, WELS, or ELS member interested please pick up a job description and 
application at St. Paul’s.  
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Sleepy Eye, is looking for an individual with excellent people skills to fill 
a part time office professional position. This position would work 1 – 2 days (6 to 12 hours) per 
week. Responsibilities would include logging weekly congregational member offerings, answering 
phones, appropriately forwarding emails and being cross trained in bulletin preparation among other 
duties. Please contact St. Johns at 507-794-6200 with any questions or send a resume to 
office@stjohnsse.com by April 13th. 
MLC is looking for various positions. Interested individuals should apply online at mlc-wels.edu/hr/.  
 

About the Cover ~ We spend a great amount of  time in our lives waiting for things to happen. 
Sometimes the wait was worth it, but at other times, not so much. In our sermon text for today St. 
Paul reminds us that when we wait on Jesus Christ the wait is always worthwhile. Unlike so many 
things in this world where the reality of  what we waited for does not meet our expectations, what 
God promises us in Jesus our Savior greatly surpasses anything we could ever ask or imagine. We 
have joys beyond our greatest imagination because of  what Jesus did to make us the sons and 
daughters of  the living God by his redeeming work.  


